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The next monthly PEARS meeting 
will take place at Londt Park Sports Centre on the 18th 

of November at 20H00. 
See you at the meeting!!!!!

 

 

 

HAMNET / ECARES NEWS 
 

Festive season 

It is once more the holiday season, with increased road traffic and most 

likely increased accidents. While travelling, have a two metre set available 

and be aware for any accidents or emergencies where you might be able 

to help at least calling for assistance. While at home monitor two metres, 

especially the Lady’s Slipper repeater. 

 

Social 

We welcome Grant Currin ZR2GEC who as joined ECARES. Congratulations 

to Isolda Williams who has upgraded from ZR2IW to ZS2IW. 

Thank you to all those who have contributed to the running of ECARES 

and may you and your families have a very enjoyable festive season. 

 

73 

Al Akers, ZS2U 

Director 
 

 

Curry & Rice Evening 
PEARS are having a Curry & Rice evening on the 22

nd
 of November at 

the Clarendon Park Sports Pavilion off Outspan Road (Walmer end of 

Target Kloof). This end-of-year function promises to be a lot of fun. 

Costs for the dinner is R25 per person. Time: 6:30 for 7 pm. There will 

also be a raffle (tickets cost R20) for an Icom handheld. All welcome – 

contact Clive ZS2RT for tickets. All funds collected go towards PEARS – 

so please come along and support!! 
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PIC Programming 
 

John Williscroft, ZS6EF, will be giving a PIC programming lecture here in PE on Tuesday the 16
th

 of 

December (Day of Reconciliation) at the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University. Numbers are 

limited, so please contact Barry ZS2EZ if you are interested. There will be a cost involved. 

 

The venue is at the NMMU South Campus (old UPE) in the Chemistry & Physics Building lecture 

room 13-01 11. This is the same building that the 2007 RTA was held in, but in a different lecture 

room. The lecture room and tea room are on the first floor on the left as you come off the stairs 

(or on the right if you come out the lift). 

 

 

 

 

WRINKLY RAVERS 
The Wrinklies always meet on the first Thursday of the 

month, at 1200. Venue: 'Legacy', the pub / eatery at the 

Lorraine Gardens Centre. 

All are welcome - See you there 
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MINUTES OF PEARS MONTHLY MEETING 
Held at Londt Park Sports Club on 16 September 2008 at 20h00 

 
Welcome 

The Chairman ZS2DL welcomed all present, especially Chris Knowles. 
 

Attendance and Apologies. 
As per the attendance register.   

 
Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting. 

This was not possible as QSX was not available, due to the desk-top publisher on the 
editor’s laptop computer having become corrupted. 

 
Correspondence 

 
 Nil. 
 
Finance 

The treasurer Clive ZS2RT reported on the society’s finances. 
 
General 

1. The HF radio (IC 718) for installation at Slipper had arrived and was on display. 
2. Tickets for the curry and rice evening were on sale at R25 pp.  The function is to be 

held on the evening of 22 November, at the Clarendon Park Primary School 
Pavilion (cnr Church Rd & 7th Ave Walmer). 

3. Tickets for the raffle of a handheld radio (IC-7V8) at the curry & rice evening were 
also available (R20 per ticket).  Proviso: if the holder of the ticket drawn is not at the 
function, then the ticket is discarded and another drawn. 

4. Chris ZS2AAW reported on developments at the Town Repeater site.  The 
hardware (145.650 repeater and WiFi) is in the process of being relocated to an 
adjacent building.  The IRLP is installed, but a some debugging needs to be done 
before it is operational – it is connected to the 438.650MHz link. 

5. The Chairman ZS2DL said that the RAE will be held on 15 October.  With regard to 
the receiver operating test, a mock test will be held on Saturday 20 September, with 
the actual test being held on 27 September. 

6. Rob ZS2ROB reported on a meeting with the metro’s Disaster Management.  They 
were seemingly unaware of Hamnet, ECARES and the emergency comms that 
radio amateurs could offer.  He put them right on that score. 

7. The hams in Despatch were assisting the Voortrekkers with their function on 18 
October. 

8. The Chairman congratulated Isolda ex ZR2IW on becoming ZS2IW. 
 
 
The meeting ended with a presentation by Chris ZS2AAW on our WiFi network, and how it 
was integrated with the club’s other VHF/UHF networks and Results software to make the 
VW Rally results available on our website within minutes of the times becoming available. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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MINUTES OF PEARS MONTHLY MEETING 
Held at Londt Park Sports Club on 21 October 2008 at 20h00 

 
Welcome 

The Chairman ZS2DL welcomed all present. 
 

Attendance and Apologies. 
As per the attendance register.   

 
Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting. 

This was not possible as QSX was not available, due to lack of contact with the editor 
in the USA at the time. 

 
Correspondence 

 
 One club newsletter 
 
Finance 

The treasurer Clive ZS2RT reported on the society’s finances. 
 
General 

1. QSX – the meeting was informed of the lack of comms with the editor.  Donovan 
mentioned that Eric will put an interim edition together for Oct-Nov.   

2. Curry and rice evening – tickets from Clive @ R25 each.  Raffle tickets at R20 each 
for an Icom V8 handheld. 

3. IRLP node is running on 650 VHF and UHF.   
4. Assessors all need to re-apply to the SARL for renewal, before end November. 
5. Awards for the PEARS National VHF/UHF Contest were handed out 
6. Cockscomb trip on the Coming Saturday – Rudi invited more volunteers.  Chris 

added some detail as to the plans. 
 
 
The meeting ended at 20h40 with a presentation by Barry ZS2EZ of a DVD of a 
DXpedition to Scarborough Reef. 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

CQ HOUKOERS 

Ewalt ZS2EHB, Martin ZS2MR and Henry ZS2HD did a great job 

promoting ham radio at the CQ Houkoers held in Despatch on 

the 18
th

 of October. 

Many thanks for a job well done!! 
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WELDING TIPS FOR YOUR NEXT HOLIDAY PROJECT 

By ZR2NT 

 

 It is almost December and I am sure many of you have lined up some welding 

project for the holiday.   I often hear comments about the difficulty to weld 

neatly etc. and so I thought it fit to share some thoughts on the topic of 

welding. 

 

 Most of us at home do Shielded Metal Arc Welding (SMAW).  This is also 

commonly called 'stick' welding.  I do not know if the 'stick' refers to the 

welding rod sticking to the job or the shape/form of the welding rod!  I guess 

it depends on how well you mastered the welding technique!   To assist you in 

improving your welding I am not going to tell you to hold the rod like so, drag 

it there, do this and that or use this type of rod etc.   Instead I am going to 

point out some VERY IMPORTANT BASICS that you must know and always 

consider while you are welding.  The 'hold at this angle, drag it there' method 

will then become superfluous. 

 

1. The welding process consists of melting two metal parts together and adding 

some additional filler metal and chemical compounds to ensure a good weld 

joint. 

 

2. For the SMAW process, the temperature created by the electric arc formed 

between the metal and the welding rod reaches approximately 5000ºC.  This 

is used to melt the metal and rod thus forming a neat small 'crucible' 

containing the molten metal.  This small 'crucible' containing the molten 

metal is called the weld pool. 

 

3. The coating on the welding rod serves several purposes. Some are listed 

below. 

 

3.1 Forms a protective atmosphere around the weld pool. Hence all the 

'smoke'. 

3.2 Adds certain elements to the molten metal to act as a flux and alter the 

chemical composition of the weld metal. 

3.3 Stabilize the arc. 

3.4 Forms a molten slag that solidifies and protects the welded metal from 

oxidation until it cools down. 

 

4. Your aim in joining the two pieces of metal is to generate the weld pool 

properly, direct it along the joint and ensure that BOTH parts are properly 
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melted together and a proper weld bead is formed.   In this statement lies the 

key to proper welding technique! 

 

5. To achieve a proper weld you must first and foremost learn to see the weld 

pool and distinguish between molten slag and molten metal.  If you cannot 

see the weld pool while you are welding you are applying a hit and miss 

technique and any decent weld is pure luck! 

 

6. Look out for the weld pool below the arc and notice the small 'wave' formed 

by the molten slag.  If you cannot see the weld pool, stop immediately, 

remove the slag and try again.   By increasing the weld current and/or 

increasing the arc length, the molten slag can be 'blown' out of the weld pool.   

Once you have established the weld pool (it looks like a small mirror with a 

wave around the sides),  make sure both metal parts are melted together and 

enough filler material is added before you slowly move the welding rod to get 

the weld pool (crucible with melted metal) to move along the joint you want 

to make.  NEVER assume that the metal parts below the molten slag is melted 

and fused together!   If you do, your welded joint will be full of holes and may 

even not be connected. 

 

 Read paragraph 6 again!  Make sure you can always see the weld pool and 

that you can move the weld pool where you want to.  Now your welding will 

not be a hit and miss affair!. 

 

 SMAW can be done with AC or DC current.   It is much easier to strike and 

maintain an arc with DC current as the current does not decrease to zero 

every 10 milliseconds.  For general purpose welding on a DC machine, the 

electrode is negative and the work positive.  This is called 'straight polarity'.   

When you have mastered the art to see the weld pool and when both pieces 

of metal melt together, you will find welding a pleasure and useful skill. 

 

 Do not ignore the hazards of welding.   The gases formed are harmful, electric 

shock can kill,   radiation is dangerous and cumulative and can cause serious 

permanent damage to your eyes and 5000ºC can cause severe burns.  Always 

wear a welding helmet, gloves and protective clothing.  Ensure that your 

shaded lens is at least a shade 11.  Shade 10 is lighter and shade 12 darker.  I 

prefer to use clear glass and not plastic lenses to protect the shaded lens from 

spatter.    

 

Happy welding! 
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LOCAL VHF/UHF/MICROWAVE RECORDS 
 

Mike Bosch ZS2FM has compiled this list of records for local contacts. Hopefully this 

will encourage some of us to try and break a few…  

(the last column is the distance in km) 
 

50 MHZ DIGITAL 

Meteor Scatter ZS2BWB TO4E FSK441 2003-12-06 1929 

50 MHZ ANALOG 

Tropo ZS2BE ZS8MI CW 1989-12-08 1758  

Tropo ZS2FM ZS8MI SSB 1989-12-11 1754  

Tropo ZS2FM ZS6PJS SSB 1995-03-27 1178  

Tropo ZS2FM ZS6OB SSB 1985-04-28 1033  

Tropo ZS2DD ZS2FM/1 CW 1966-10-16 314  

Tropo ZS2Y ZS2CI CW 1952-01-? 257  

Sporadic-E ZS2CY ZS3G AM 1957-11-17 1812  

Sporadic-E ZS2FM ZS8MI FM/SSB 1989-12-11 1754  

Meteor Scatter ZR2DX TO4E SSB 2003-12-06 1929  

Meteor Scatter ZS2U/2 ZS6PJS SSB 2000-01-23 1183 

Meteor Scatter ZS2FM ZS6OB/6 SSB 1984-10-21 1045 

Ionospheric Sc ZS2FM ZS6BZT CW 1984-04-29 917 

TEP ZS2U/2 FC1GTU SSB 1991-10-05 9080 

TEP ZS2U/2 ZA1A CW 1991-10-05 8270 

TEP ZS2BE SV1AB SSB 1989-09-03 7960 

70 MHZ DIGITAL 

Meteor Scatter ZS2ACP ZS6NK FSK441 2008-08-31 1181 

70 MHZ ANALOG 

Tropo ZS2U ZS1SKR FM 2008-01-26 324 

Tropo ZS2OC ZS1PC FM 2007-01-08 317 

Tropo ZS2OC ZS1SKR FM 2006-01-21 217 

144 MHZ ANALOG 

Tropo ZS2GK FR5DN FM/SSB 2008-08-14 2875 

Tropo ZS2FM ZS5J FM/SSB 2002-01-19 840 

Tropo ZS2AB ZS5WUmm SSB 1976-01-19 576 

Tropo ZS2DD ZS2FM/1 CW 1966-03-13 531 

Meteor Scatter ZS2FM ZS6PJS SSB 1998-11-17 1178 

432 MHZ ANALOG 

Tropo ZS2AB ZS2BD SSB 1977-10-09 249 

2.3 GHZ DIGITAL 

Line of Sight ZS2ABF ZS2CH ATV 2007-08-19 16.8 

10 GHZ ANALOG 

Line of Sight ZS2CK ZS2FM AM 1963-02-10 2.0 

Line of Sight ZS2CK ZS2FM AM 1962-11-29 0.5 
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Sunday Bulletins
PEARS bulletins are transmitted on Sundays 

immediately after the SARL English 

transmission, i.e. at about 08:45 on 7098 kHz as 

well as the 2 metre linked network that 

provides from Butterworth to George and up to 

the Free State and their environs. PEARS 7098 

or 3640 kHz transceiver facilities are also 

remotely linked as needed. In addition, the 

SARL's 40m operations on 7082 or 7066 kHz or 

Hamnet's 7070 kHz can be remotely patched to 

the 2m network in receive only mode or with 

full transceive capability for interactive events. 

Bulletin Roster 
26th  Oct Beavan ZS2RL 

02nd  Nov Clive ZS2RT 

09th  Nov Barry ZS2EZ 

16th  Nov Eric ZS2ECH 

23rd  Nov Bill ZS2ABZ 

30th  Nov Glen ZS2GV 

07th  Dec Basie ZR2BA 

14th  Dec Donovan ZS2DL 

21st  Dec Chris ZS2AAW 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 

29-Oct Steven Mace 01-Nov Johan & Martha Terblanche ZS1I 

29-Oct Pat Pullinger ZS2PJP 03-Nov Ron & Dorothy Clarke ZS2MF 

03-Nov Gwen Hibberd, XYL of Dennis  05-Nov Isak Greef ZS2ZG 

05-Nov Chantelle Rohl, XYL of Linton 

ZS2ICE 

17-Nov Barry & Joan Jackson ZS2H 

05-Nov Andre Botes ZS2ACP 20-Nov Beavan & Mel Gwilt ZS2RL 

06-Nov Lisa Currin, XYL of Grant ZR2GEC 27-Nov Ian & Maggie Moore ZS2IJ 

06-Nov Anne van der Linden, XYL Terrence 

ZS2VDL 

30-Nov Garth & Elize Laaks ZS2HB 

06-Nov Viv Moore ZS2VM 30-Nov Lee-Anne & John Mc Kinnell 

ZS2LAW 

14-Nov Dorothy Clarke, XYL of Ron ZS2MF 02-Dec Claud & Marge Arnott ZS2AZT 

19-Nov Martha Terblanche, XYL of Johan 

ZS1I 

10-Dec Mike & June Jones ZS2MJ & 

ZS2JJ 

24-Nov Gary Robertson ZS2K 11-Dec Colin & Marlene Ashwell ZS2AO 

& ZR2ED 

26-Nov Isolda Williams ZS2IW 11-Dec Dawid & Ingrid Petzer ZS1PC 

26-Nov Fred Strutt ZS2JS 12-Dec Andre & Santie Greyling ZS2ACG 

05-Dec Clive Fife ZS2RT 12-Dec Clive & Jane Fife ZS2RT 

06-Dec Lionel Coombe-Davis ZS2DD   

07-Dec Natasha Bruyns ZS2QT, XYL of 

Anthony ZS2BA 
If your birthday or anniversary 

details are missing or incorrect, 

please notify a committee 

member and we will update our 

records. 

07-Dec Dawid Petzer ZS1PC 

09-Dec Jo Akers ZS2W, XYL of Al ZS2U 

13-Dec Kay Strutt, XYL of Fred ZS2JS  

13-Dec Thian De Jager ZS2Y 

13-Dec Paul Van Der Merwe ZS2PV 
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Your Society’s Committee for 2008 

Committee 
Chairman & Elmer Donovan van Loggerenberg ZS2DL 082-8524885  zs2dl@hamradio.co.za 

Vice Chair, Repeaters 

& Technical 

Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 041-3681344 zs2aaw@pears.ham-radio-op.net 

Secretary & Rallies 

Admin 

Beavan Gwilt ZS2RL 041-3688810 bgwilt@iburst.co.za 

Treasurer Clive Fife ZS2RT 041-3673203 zs2rt@pears.ham-radio-op.net 

Social & Technical 

Support 

Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082-4112743 zs2gv@pears.ham-radio-op.net 

Marketing & PR Basie DuPlessis ZR2BA  zr2ba@pears.ham-radio-op.net 

Catering at meetings Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ 041-5812580 hodges@absamail.co.za 

Youth Development & 

Mountain Club Liaison 

Eric Hosten ZS2ECH 041-3681505 zs2ech@pears.ham-radio-op.net 

Website, Awards & 

Guest Speakers 

Barry Murrell ZS2EZ 041-5813561 zs2ez@zs2ez.co.za 

Co-opted sub-committees 
RAE Classes Admin Donovan ZS2DL 0828524885 zs2dl@hamradio.co.za 

Class A (ZR) Training Paul Galpin ZS2PG 041-3721779 galpinp@absamail.co.za 

Class B (ZU) Training Donovan ZS2DL 0828524885 zs2dl@hamradio.co.za 

Assessors Rory Norton ZS2BL, Chris Scarr ZS2AAW, Donovan ZS2DL, Bill ZS2ABZ 

Contests Barry ZS2EZ, Al ZS2U, Mike ZS2FM 

QSX Editor Ashley ZS2AG 082-3726696 Fax 0865416386 

QSX Mailing Mitch ZS2DK 083-7153375  

 

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services 
Local Repeaters: 

Town VHF 

145.050/650 

Town UHF 

431.050/438.650 

Uitenhage 

145.075/675 

Tygerhoek 

145.000/600 

These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area 

Cape Linked System Repeaters: 

Lady's Slipper 

145.100/700 

Grahamstown 

145.150/750 

Cradock 

145.050/650 

Noupoort 

438.750 X 438.675 

Colesberg 

431.075/438.675 

Kareedouw 

145.725/125 

Plett 

145.775/175 

Brenton 

145.675/075 

These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, in conjunction with the Border, Southern Cape 

and WCRWG systems 

Packet network: 

ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node 

Lady’s Slipper 

10.151 LSB 300bd APRS 

144.625 1200bd 

438.275 1200bd (FWD) 

434.875 9600bd 

434.800 1200bd APRS 

Cape Linked System 

ZS0NTP BBS 

Lady’s Slipper 

On all node frequencies 

ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node 

Grahamstown 

144.675 1200bd 

438.275 1200bd (FWD) 

434.875 9600bd 

ZS0CDK-2 Digi 

Cradock 

144.675 1200bd 

ZS0KDJ APRS Digi 

Mount Road 

434.800 1200bd 

ZS0KDB APRS Digi 

Longmore 

434.800 1200bd 

ZS2ABZ-4 

WMR918 WX Station 

144.625 1200bd 

Beacons: 

2M Beacon (ZS2VHF CW ID, FSK) horizontally polarised 25W ERP 144.415 

6M Beacon (ZS2SIX CW ID, FSK) horizontally polarised 25W ERP 50.005 

Banking details (for subs & donations): NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT No. 221 252 7594, Code 

121217 (main branch). Please use call signs as a reference. 

 

See the PEARS web site at www.zs2pe.co.za for further details and network diagrams. 
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IF NOT DELIVERED 

RETURN TO 

 

Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society, 

PO Box 10402 

LINTON GRANGE 

6015 

 

AMATEUR RADIO is the hobby for RADIO EXPERIMENTERS 

and those who like to fiddle with ELECTRONICS, 

COMMUNICATIONS or COMPUTERS 
 


